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war very many of her penple were thrown
out of employment. No country ean afford
to let its poor people starve, In Western
Australia we have a system of doles; and
who would say that we shonid net give un-
fortunate people sufficient to maintain them?

The Premier: “Dole” is the termn used in
England.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not objeeting to
the term. What I am objscting to is the
statement that people who received the dole
at Home are ansatisfactory citizens here.

The Premier: That is not right. Some of
the finest and most skilled tradesmen and
mechanies in England have compulsorily been
receiving relief for years.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: .And through no
fault of their own.

The Premier: No fault whatever of their
own. BSome of the best peojle in England
have been on the dole,

Mr. Teesdale: Yes; some excellent textile
workers.

The PPremier:
engineers.

Mr. LATHAM: Let us give these people
an op:portunity in Western Anstralia as the
Premier has outlined. T.et themn bave an op-
portunity to develop our lands. The South-
West offers wonderful opportunities to these
people. We want to give them a word of
encouragement, and help them. ¥For Heav-
en's sake, let us not tell these people that
they have no earthly hope of making good,
thus breaking iheir hearts when they come
to the first tronble. These children of cur
forebears have not deteriorated. It is the
duty of every true Western Australian to
help the people who have come out here to
settle on our lands and become good citizens
of this State.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
reply adopted. .

Yes, and shipwrights and

House adjourned at 10.21 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at £.30
p.u., and read prayers,

QUESTION—RAILWAY, ESPERANCE
NORTHWARDS.

Taking-over by Commissioner.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked ihe Colonial
Secretary: 1, Are the Government aware
that the District Settlers’ Assoeciations in
the Norseman-Esperance locality are keenly
desirous of hastening the taking over by
the Commissioner of Railways of the
Esperance-Northwards railway, so as to re-
lieve the community of the inconvenience
caused by the erratiec nature of the existing
railway service between Esperance and
Salmon Gums? 2, Can a more definite date
than “within a month or two,” as stated
in the Governor’s Speech, be given for the
railway to be handed over for traffic?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes, although it is not admitted that the
traffic has been run in an erratic manner.
2, It has already been arranged that the
line will be taken over by the Railway
Department on the 1st proximo.

QUESTION—B.AILWA'Y TRUCKS.
Mileages loaded and empty.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS (for Hon. H.
Seddon} asked the Colonial Seeretary: 1,
What was the average truck mileage, (a)
loaded and (b) empty, per day during each
of the past five years? 2, What was the
truck mileage per day for “Xa” trucks over
the same period? 3, What was the truck
mileage, (a) loaded and {b) empty, during
the last wheat season for trueks used in
that traffic?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The average truck mileage of both loaded
and empty trucks per day for the past five
years was:--1921, 20.56 miles; 1922, 20.04
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miles; 1923, 20.20 miles; 1924, 21.51
miles; 1925, 22.63 miles. Loaded and empty
movements of trueks are not recorded
separately. 2, It is not possible to give the
movement of any partienlar class of truck.
3, Loaded and empty daily mileage was:—
January, 2530 miles; February, 2743
miles; Mareb, 27.53 miles; April, 27.35
‘miles.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eleventh Day—Amendment,
Debate resumed from the 20th August.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew-—Central) [4.35]: The amend-
ment moved by Mr. Duffell reads—

But this House expresses ifs regret that
your Advisers have thought fit to sign a mem-
orial addressed to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies praying that State Governors in
future should be Australians recommended by
the Government for the time being of each
State.

It is unusuwal for an amendment to the
Address-in-reply to be moved in this House.
It is one of the methods adopted in another
place with a view to bringing about the
defeat of the Mipistry. Mr. Doffell un-
doubtedly regards the amendment as of
supreme importance. I signifies that
he would, if he could, guillotine the Gov-
ernment for their actien in this matter.
He implies that the Government have been
on an Empire-breaking expedition or on an
enterprise likely to do the Empire serious
harm. He darkly hints that there is some-
thing underlying the proposal. He says
dangers will eonfront us if the memorial
meets with success. Instead of telling us
what those dangers are, he refers us to a
leader in the “West Australian.” That is
& peculiar attitude indeed for a member of
this House to adopt. He asks a non-party
House to be guided by the views of a
partisan Press. Mpr. Duffell took a grave
slep in moving the amendment to the
Address-in-reply. One would have thought
that before doing so he would have forti-
fied himself with the facts of the case. It
would have been very easy indeed for him
to adopt a proper course in order to obtain
accurate information. Why did he not ask
guestions in this House relating to the
matter? Fe had ample opnortunity to do
so. It was not a matter of extreme urgency.
Three or four questions would have elieited
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the necessary information, and would have
saved Mr. Duffell from the position into
which he has fallen. He, however, was
eager for the fray and he preferred to be
guided by the political propagandisis of the
East who have used the “West Ausiralian”
as a means to their end. The amendment
states that the DMMinistry have signed
a memorial to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies “praying that State Governors in
future should be Australians recommended
by the ‘Government for the time being of
each State.” There is no such thing in the
memorial, nor anything whieh inelines to
that view. That is a gross misrepresenta-
tion of the actual position. After a recital
of the evenis connected with the history of
this movement, the request is contained in
one senfence, which I shall read from a copy
of the memorial. This is the anly request
made in the memorial—

On the expiration of the term of office of

eancn ~f the distinguished gentlemen whu now
occupy the position of Governor in the respec-
tive Australian States, he may be succeeded by
an Australian citizen appointed under a letters
patent by His Majesty the King.
What is the request contained in the mem-
orial? The appointmeni to be made from
Australian citizens, not from Australians
merely, as the amendment indicates. And
by whom is the appointment to be madet
It is to be made by His Majesty the King.
The words contained ir the amendment “on
recommendation by the Governmeni for the
time being of each State™ do not uppear in
the memorial, and are simply the product of
the excited imagination of Mr. Duffell.

Hon. J. Duffell: On a peint of order I
beg to differ, T am accused of having made
that statement on my own initiative. I
simply quoted the words of the Premier as
reported in the “West Australian,”

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: I read
the words of the Premier as reported in the
“West Australian,” and they do not in any
way conflict with what I have stated. The
next paragraph of the memorial sels out the
position clearly. It reads—

It cannot be too strongly emphasised that
our attitude in this matter is entirely consist-
ent with the feeling of the greatest lovalty to
His Majesty’s Throne and Person, and a desire
to promote to the uwtmost extent within our
power the bonds of Empire unity. Tt is our
firm and sincere belief that if His Majesty is
graciously pleased to recognise in this distine-
tive and befitting manner the long, meritorions
and faithful service in the public interest of
some citizen of the Commonwealth, it would
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strengthen the bonds of affection and kinship
whigh unite us indissolubly to the Mother coun-
try.

The inctnorial asks that some citizen of ihe
Commonwealtl shonld be appointed.  The
question of the klentity of the gentleman or
of his qualilications is left to the lmperial
authorities and to the King (o devide. The
custont now is that whenever the Imperial
authorities projose o appoinl a {Governot,
they notify the (iovernment concerned. No
doubt if the (fovernment objecfed, another
appointinent would be made. hut the ap-
pointment rests solelv with the hmperial
authorities. 1If there was provision for the
appointment of Governors from amongst
Australian eitizens, the same course ol pro-
+ eedure would no doubt be {ullowed in every
respect.  The proy osal that Australian Gov-
ernors should be appointed from the ranks
of Australian ecitizens ix no new idea: it
dates back for a quarter of a century. Tt
was firat diseussed when Fodepation was in
process of deterinination.  Let as go baek
to 188% when the third session of the Aus-
tratian {'opvention was held on the Com-
monwealth of Australin Bill. Here is an
extract from the speech of Sir Johu Forrest,
taken from the oflicial revurd of the debates
on the Uommonwealth of Australia Bill, the
1st Marel, 1898, Melbowrne :—

Sir John Forrest (W.A.): I heg now to pro-
posc the insertion, after Clause 102, of a mew
elause 102a, which is as follows:—‘In cach
State of the Commeonwealth there shall be a
Goveruor, wha shall be appomted by the Gov-
ernor-General-in-Couneil, and shall hold office
during the picasure of the Governor-General,
hut no loager than six years in any onc Siate
at any one {ime.’' Hon, members are awarc
that no mention is made in the Bill as to the
mode of appointment of the Govermor of a
State. 1 believe the resnlt of that omission will
be that the Governors of fhe several States will
be appointed by Her Majesty in the way in
which they are now appeinted. Hon. members
will also recollect that, in 1891, a provision
was plagced in the Bill by which the States had
power to legislate in regard to the office of
Governor of n State. That provision was ex-
vised in Adelaide, I think very wisely, and there
is now ne provision in the Bill for the appoint-
ment of a Governor of a State. We have pro-
vided that the Governor-Genernl shall he ap-
pointed by 1ler Majesty, but we have said
nothing whatever, as far as [ can recolleet,
in regard to how the office of Governor of a
State is to be filled. T hope that no one will
think that T have any desire to weaken the
bonds which unite us 1o the great Mother
Country. Every one of us, I think, is agreed
that the Federation we are trying to create—
in faet, i3 it mentioned in plain words in_the
preamble—shall he a Federation under the
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Crown of Great Dritain. But it scems to me
that if we are to have a real federation of
these culonies, that federation will be very
mitelr weakened if we have each State with a
Governor, appointed by Her Majesty, from
Honwe My friend (Mr. Symon), in
the early | 2rl of fhis session, while addressing
himself to the constitution of the Iligh Court,
used these words, ““T understand we are cre-
ating a nation which is to be self-contained,
self-suflicing in every possille respect.’’ If
that applies to the coustitution of the High
Court, surely it should alse apply to the ap-
pointment of the heads of the States, in the
persons of the Governors . . . .. . [ gQesirc
with my friend (Myr. Symon) that this feder-
ation should be self-contained. Speaking for
myself, I desire that the very highest post of
this great continent should be open to our
own public men, That would give dignity to
our public life. At the present time in our
own small Governments we do not go out of
our own colonies for officers to fill the highest
posts in the land, leaving out the position of
Governor . . . . . . Tf we are prepared to
trust the Federal Govermmneat to appoint the
judges of the High Court, aund also other offi-
cers to earry on {he husiness of the Govern-
ment, why should we refuse the right to ap-
point our State Governors? At present wo
must remember our field of sclection is very
much restricted in appointing the Chief Jus-
tices, Puisne Judges and other high officers.
But when we have the whole of Awvstralia to
gelect from, onr area will be very much en-
larged, with the result that Detter men may
be appointed. Tn seleeting a Licutenant-Gov-
ernor for a State the Government would net
be restricted to the Statc in which that officer
would have to perform his funetions, but
would have the whole of Australia to seleet
from . ..

And much more in the same strain, How-
ever, [ do nof wish to weary hon. members
hy readibg even the main portion of the
speceh. A request was also made to the See-
retary of Btate for the Colonies by the Flon.
Thomas ’rice, Premier of South Australia,
in a despateh dated the 25th July, 1913. The
Secretary of State was also appreached on
the question by Sir William MePherson,
Treasurer of Victoria, in 1919, and by Mr.
Theodore, Premier of Queensland, in 1920.
The re) ly was that the Tmperial authorities
wonll not lesitate to give effeet to the wishes
of the Governments of Australian Siates
should it be clearly demonstrated that there
was o unanimou$ desire that in future the
Governors of the States should he selected
from the citizens of the Commonwealth.
Here are expresions of opinion from men
like Lord Forrest, Mr. Alfred Deakin—1I do
not know whether T mentioned hia name be-
fore, but certainly Mr. Deakin was a sup-
porter of the appointment of Governors
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from among Australian citizens—Dr. J. A,
Cockbhurn, Mr. B. R. Wise, Sir Alexander
Peacock, and Sir Winthrop Hackett, the
former proprietor of the “West Australian,”
that great and philanthropic journalist. Is
it to be thought that those gentlemen would
siegest anvthing inimical to the interests of
the Empire! Yow -we have Mr. Duffell
lannehing an attack on the Government with
respecl to something that is 27 vears old,
something that was in its infapey in 1898,
Rizht through the intervening period the
question has cropped up. I{ eame promi-
nently before the public of Western Aus-
tralin. at any rate, in 1913, when BMr. Scad-
dan wrote to the Serretary of State for the
Colonies urging that owr Ciovernors should
he appeinfed  trom  among  Australian
citizens,  That was publicly announced at
the time, and made the subject of speeches
trom different platform~. Mr. Scaddan re-
caived telearams of congratulation, Now, My,
Duffell was a member of this House at that
time; bur he never venlured to raise his
voice in protest. But lere, after a lapse of
many years, he comes forward with an
amendment o the Address-in-reply.

Hon. J. Duffell:
since that period.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [ won-
der where Mr. Duffell has been Jduring that
long interval. According to his remarks,
thy hon. member is averse to Australians
heing appointed lo the offiee of State Gov-
ernor. Ile is strongly antagonistic to that
principle. According to him, no Australian
should be appointed to the position of State
Governor. Tle says that men selected for
such positions should be men of high and
important position, having wide experience
of Tmperial affairs. That sentence, aceord-
ing to Mr. Duffell’s idea, disqualifies
Australians.  Men like Mr. Deakin and
Sir Edmund Barton, who helped to preserve
the bonds between Australia and ithe 0ld
Country, had no sense of Imperial responsi-
hility, according to Mr. Dnffell. T think it
is a reflection on the proved ability and
loyalty of Australian statesmen to exclude
them from the Viece-Regal distinetion. Tt is,
in my opinion. a gross imputalion on the
honour of Australian citizens to say that
while they are fit to become Prime Ministers
of the Commonweaith and to have the
affairs of the Commonwealth in their keep-
ing, they are not fit to represent His
Mgajesty the King as a Governor of one of
or States. More than onre instance could

We have learnt a lot
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be adduced in proot that the lmperial Gov-
ermment do not take this view. Chief Jus-
tice Madden, to whom T have referred, was
acting Governor of Victoria for manv years;
and his impartiality was never questioned.
To ecome nearer home, Sir Edward BStone
filled the position ot Lieut.-Governor of
Western Ausiralia for several years: and 1
think that everyone with a knowledge of
Western Austratian affairs will sav that Sir
Edward Stone adorned the office. He had
been a politician, bui he wus a man of high
character, and was rvespected by every sec-
tion of the community, Sir Hobert Mae-
Millan is following in his footsteps. He is
a gentleman of great intellect, and 1 think
it will alsa be admitted, of unquestionable
integrity.  No one could raise even a mur-
mur of protest if Siv Robert Macdillan
were appeinted Governor ol this Niate, at
the end of Rir Willjam Campion’s term of
otlice. 1 could mention at least o <lozen
other names of Western Anstealian cilizens
who are qualilied in every yespeet ta fill the
oflice. 1 might mentivn the nnme of Sir
Edward Wittenoom, who has reached one of
the highest positions in the gift of the
Crown, He holds strong polilical views,
but from my experience of him he ean rise
saperior lo prejudice, and is imbued with
a fine sense of fairness. T feel eertain Sir
Ldward Wittenoom would exercise semi-
jndicial functions to the satisfaction of the
community. T is very harassing for me to
have lo make these remarks in the eirenm-
stanees, but T feel justified in doing so in
support of my case. Turning hack to the
past, we see men like Tord Forvest, Sir
ldmund Barton, Mr. Andrew Fisher, and
Mr. Alfred Deakin, and others whose names
I have already mentioned, men whose work
would have been properly recognised by
their elevation to Vice-Regal rank. TUnder
the present system, however, they wonld not
be eligible to oceupy Government House.
The possibility of local bias could he safe-
enarded against by selecting the nppointee
from another State. He could he sppointed
from one of the Eastern Stales if a zentle-
man were required {o fill the position in
Western Australin. That wonld be in per-
feet accord with the prayer of the memorial.
But, after all, it is a question purely for the
Tmperial authorities {o deecide. There is no
suggestion even of n recommendation from
the State Government. Tt would he left to
His Majesty and His Majesty's Government
to determine the sourees from which they
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would secure their information before mak-
ing an appointment. Indeed, probably it
would be hardly necessary for thein to make
any investigation. The man they would ap-
point wonld be & man of almost world-wide
fame through his devotion to the Empire
and through his exercise of statemanship
within the confines of Australin. The mem-
orial signed by the present Government is
guite different from that whiech was signed
by Mr. Thomas Price in 1908. In proot of
that 1 will quote the reply of the Secretary
of State for the Colonies to the letter sent
by the Scaddan Government in 1913 in con-
nection with the same question. The See-
retary of State then wrote:—

It is true that the proposal made by the
Premwier of South Australia in 1908 was fof
the appointment of citizens of the State to the
office of State Governor, whereas the present
proposal is for the appointment of citizens of
the Commonwealth, I recognise that this
modification would considerably enlarge the
field of His Majesty’s choice, but it hardly
appears to me to affect the desirability of
treating the question from the gemeral stand-
point, for if the question were now decided
on the desired lines, with sole reference to the
cage of Western Australia, citizens of other
States would be marked out for appointment
to the Governorship of Western Australia, but
not for the Governorship of their own State.
Suprose a local man were appointed to the
position and he showed bias and prejudice.
Then there would be a remedy. There are
men who have been appointed from Home to
these posilions and have not been guilty of
prejudice or bias but have commifted some
slight error of judgment. That has resnlted
in their withdrawal. The same remedy could
be applied in the instance under review. If
& Governor appointed from Australian eiti-
zens did not give satisfaction, if he caused
trouble or did not deal fairly in the exercise
of his funetions, he wounld be within the four
corners of the Constitution Aet and the
British Government would without delay
withdraw him from his position. The
Agents General appointed by the various
State Governments are drawn mainly from
the ranks of politicians. Soon after the
Daglish Government came into power, there
was a vacaney in the Agenecy General, and
it was offered to Sir Walter James. He had
been the previous Premier, and he had been
defeated by the Labour Party. But they
considered thaf if he were appointed Agent
General he would earry out the duties of
the positiun eonseientiously and without ex-
ercising any effort to hamper or defeat the
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pulicy of the Labour Government. Sir
Walter James was in the office of Agent
General for nearly 12 months during the
Daglish Ministry’s term of office, and the
Government of the day could not speak too
highly of tbe manner in which Sir Walter
performed his duties. Again, Sir Newton
Moore had Leen Premier of the State, and
was appointed Agent General by a Liberal
Government of which he had bheen the head;
but a long period of his term of office as
Apgent Gleneral was served under a Labour
Government, the Scaddan Ministry, We
received the greatest assistance from Sir
Newton Moore. Last of all, Mr. Colebacth
was a vigorous opponent of the Labour
Party. T remember him in the olden days
bere as one of my strongest anlagonists, one
who gave me a great deal of trouble. But
during his term of office as Agent General
we have received every help from Mr. Cole-
bateh in earrying out our policy on the
Lendon side. I contend that Mr. Duffell’s
action in moving the amendment is out of
place, and that the amendment itself is out
of place. e is taking belated action; he
has delayed the move for 27 years. What
the Government have done in this case is in
perfeet harmony with the views expressed
hy some of Australia’s leading statesmen.
They were not members of the Labour Party,
exeept perbaps a small section of them;
they were wmembers of a party to which we
are now opposed. The Legislative Couneil,
of course, is entitled to express its opinion.
But I submit, with all due respect, that a
matter of this deseription should form the
subject of a separate motion, and then, if
carried, it could be transmitted to the Leg-
islative Assembly for its concurrence. The
Assembly is the House Lhat carries weight
with the British Government.

Hon. J. Duffell: Did not Mr. Panton,
whilst a member of your party, move an
amendment to the Address-in-reply in this
Chamber

The Honorary Minister: No.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: [ am
nol talking about amendments in general;
T am talking about this amendment, and ex-
pressing the opinion that it should have been
submitted in the form of 2 separate motion,
which motion, in the event of its heing car-
ried, could have been sent on to the Assem-
bly. The Legislative Assembly is the House

‘that makes and unmakes ministries, and if

th Legislative Couneil is to attach an samend-
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ment to the Address-in-reply, the effect will
be to bring upon itself nothing bhut ridicule.

Hon. J. Duffell: Mr. Panton, in this
Chamber, moved an amendment on the 10th
August, 1920,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 am
not aware that one of the Legislative Coun-
eils in the Enstern States has taken action
similar to that adopted by Mr. Duifell here,
but whatever course is followed, 1 contend
that the House cannot accept the amend-
mwent. 1t is a misrepresentation of the posi-
tion, and it is an attempt to place on record
something that is not in accordance with
faet. The memorial does not ask that the
appointment of Governors be restricted to
Australians, and it deoes not stipulate that
they should be appointed on the recommen-
dation of the Government fur the time be-
ing, It says nothing of the kind. All that
is pure invention, not on Mr. Duffeli’s part,
but on the part of the enemies of the Labour
movement.  Mr. Duffell’s awendment has
been broadcasted far and wide, and I do
not think a rvebuttal will see much daylight.
1 suggest that an amendment to Mr. Duffell’s
amendment is the only course open to this
Hoause if it should desire to agree to some-
thing of the kind so as to make it more
acceptable than it is at the present time.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is your opinion.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: [ hope
that whatever ecourse the House takes, it
will not stultify itself and cast a slur on the
Australian people.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY ({lasl) [5.7]:
The Colonial Secretary has remarked that it
is very unusual in this House to submit an
amendment to the Adidress-in-reply. My
reply to that is that the circumstaneces are
very unusual, and I do pot know that ever
before have we had anything of a similar
nature brought under notice where this
House, and &ll that it stands for, and those
whom we represent, have not been ennsulted.
Secing that the circumstances are unusual,
I do not consider that there is any great
fault to be found with the action taken by
Mr, Duffell; in fact, I eommend him for it
beeanse 1 feel guite differently from those
whose opinions were quoted by the Colonial
Secretary.  Whenever the Government of
this State lend money to any large institn-
tion, care is always taken to see that a rep-
resentative of the Government is appointed
to wateh the Government's interest. —We
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borrow money from the Mother Land, and
therefore it seems only right that the
Mother Land should appoiat its own repre-
sentative to watch its inferests in connection
with the expendiiure of that money.

Hon. T. Moore: 1 hope he is not sent
along as a bailiff.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 1 presume he
wounld be no more a bailitf than would be
any person who was appointed by the State
Government to see that the money it had
advanced to a local institution was being
wisely spent. If that money was not being
spent to the best advantage, Lhen perhaps
the hon. member’s idea might apply. I do
think, however, it is only proper that, as
Great Britain is directly concerned in the
welfare of the people of Australia, it should
have the right to send out its own represen-
tative. Have we not in London oor own repre-
septative in the form of an Agent General?
He is at the seat of (lovernment to Inok after
the interests of Weslern Australia and is in
direet touch with the Home authorities.
Other countries are represented by Consuls
stationed in our commmunity, T presume that
the Consuls are appointed to look afier the
interests of the subjeets of the nations they
represent.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott:
Amery is coming out for?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : | understand he
iz coming out to Jook into a number of ques-
tiong for himselt. IFrom time to time 1 pre-
sume that the British ‘Government look to
itheir representatives here Lo give them an
unbiassed view of affairs which are con-
stantly changing, affairs which direetly con-
cern the two eountries.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott :
the rizht of veto?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: 1 presume so.
I know that in days gone by it has baen
exercised and 1 imagine it would not be s»
readilv exercired if we had a local appointee.
We have onlv {o reeall what happened in
Tasmania a little while ago when a loeal
representative, who was the Aeting Governor,
went over the head of the Legislative Coun-
¢il and cave his assent to a measure that
had heen thrown out by the Conncil. ‘

Hen. E. H. Gray: He showed zood jude-
ment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Perhaps so in
the view of some people. At the same time
T presome that the members of the Tas
manian Upper House were entitled to their

Ts that what

And they have



450

Jjudgment, and 1 would be inclined to think
that that jodgment, expressed by u mwa-
Jority, must have carried with it a good deal
of public opinion. The judgment of the
Acting Governor of 'I'asmania, it appears to
me, was biassed, and that bias was due, more
than not, to the fact that he at one time was
associated with a Government that had been
in power. 1 commend Mr. Duffeil for bring-
ing this matter forward, and 1 express sur-
prise that the 1’remier should have signed
the document without permitting Parliament
to discuss Lhe matter. Urobably it was dis-
cussed in Cabinet, but it vame as a thunder-
clap to me after the utterances of the IPre-
micr, the outeome of the experience he
gained in the rourse of his visit to the seat
of Empire.

Hon. . H. Gray: e had in mind the
aspiralions of the Australian people.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: An article ap-
peared recenily in the “Nacion,” 2 news-
paper published in the Argentine, and
founded by some of South America’s great-
est patriots. The artiele dealt with the visit
of the Prince of Wales and it touched a
chord whieh should re-echo in our midst:
“The Prince of Wales will be the Monarch
of the greatest Empire the centuries have
known.” As he will be the head, so his
representatives will be “the silken cord which
binds the whole,” or if one might refer to
Rudyard Kipling's “Day’s Work,” “the
little rivets which hold together the mighty
strueture of the ship’”  To-day there is
nothing that binds us as well as the personal
symbol of our allegiance to His Excellency
the Governor. Here is a country gentleman
with a fine home and splendid properties.
And yet, at a period which was most critieal
and crucial to landed property owners and
wealthy men, he left his eountry to become
the Governor in this State. T would refer
also to Sir Gerald Strickland.

The PRESIDENT: T d¢ not know
whether the hon. member is wise in referring
to individual Governors hy their names.
This is a general question as to whether the
Government were correet in agreeing to the
appointment of State or Commonwealth
citizens rather than retaining the existing
system of appointment of British Governors.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: T mentioned
these names bhecause they are in onr minds.
I wich to refer to Sir Gerald Strickland and
Sir William Robinson. I do not know that
it would do¢ any harm to do so.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A, J. I. Raw: [t will not buri =ir
William Robinson.

Hon, V., HAMERSLEY: | huve bheen in
the Stale a good many years, and 1 ean re-
inember all these names.

The PRESIDENT: So long as the hon.
member refevs to them vespectiully, there
can be no objection.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: I wanted to re-
fer to the CGovernors we have had and to
their eallings, but can do so in another way.
1 will refer to one who enjoyed the distine-
tion of sifting in {wo Parliaments, also on
the Kxeenlive Conneil, and who at the same
time was well versed in Parliamentary pro-
cedure and in diplematie usage. | do not
know that we eould chose men-af that ealibre
very ecasily 1f we were to choose our own
representalives in Australia, Tt 35 very diffi-
cult to find non-political representatives here
who would have the wide experience of these
men.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Do you not think they
have their political views?

Hon. (. Potter: The political view of Sir
Franecis Newdegate was that he consecrated
so much of his estate to the honour of Aus-
tralia, through the A.LF.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : He did immense
service, and is doing it to-day in the Old
Country.

Hon, J. M. Maefarlane:
the greatest value lies,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: All our Gover-
nors have done that. It would be deplorable
to change the present system. When these
men return to the Mother Land they are great
advoeates for this eountry. They can speak
from their wide experience and with non-
political views, They are <certainly not
biassed. It would be very diftienlt to choose
from those living In Australia whose whole
life had not been wrapped up either in ome
political party or amother. It would be im-
possible for them to throw off this garment,
beeause they had been elected to the position
of Governor.

Hon. T. Moore: Sir John Madden did it
very effectuaily in Vietoria.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The men I re-
fer to have all played their part in Emnire
building. The salaries they receive would
not in any way compensate them from the
monetary point of view, They do the work
hecause of the honour attached to it, and be-
cause thev are ahout to gain a great ex-
perience of those eountries which {o go build
up the Emnire. They are thus able to be of

That 1s where
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greater service al the heart of the Empire
when they return to il It t< o partienlarly
good thing for the nativn that we have men
who are willing 1o lenve the Mother Land,
and put in threc or fonr veus of service
with that idea in view. Wlen they return
they are in a better position 1o help tighten
the cords I have referred (o, and the link
we have with the Mother Land. It we ap-
point loeal representative~ that tie will he
considerably weakenced. 1§ weuld jrobably
not be many yvears before the tie itself might
be broken, and that  would he deptorable.
Where shonld we he withow ihe protection
alforded by the Mother Lamd and the British
Navy? U we are protected ia that way, as
we have been in vears past, the least we can
expect iz that Britain should appoint
its own Governors to wateh its inter-
ests, and be able to gauge the settlement in
Australia much more readily than would be
the easc through a representative elected by
ourselves. If we are going ta have loeal ap-
pointments, where should wo il genllemen
able nderuately to fill the position without
fear or favour, withont inter-prrochialism
party set or creed. The more one thinks the
more one ig persuaded of the hopelessness of
trying to find such men.  t is ahnost im-
possible io do so in our small community,
Gavernment House would quirkly become the
happy hunting ground of some partienlar
clique or party. We ean imagine snme lady
who has heen left off the invilation list say-
ing, “I am just as pleased: T knew the Gav-
ernor’s wife when she washed her stockings
and nursed her own haby.”

Hon. T. Moore: Do vou tiink ithat is all
Australians do? Are they not loing enough?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY .
other =ocial distinetions.

Hon. T. BE. 8 Willmoti: Questions would
be asked in Parliament as to why Mrs. So-
and-so had not been invited.

Hon, V. HAMERRLEY : Rowe important
politiecal sympathics wmight ooulweigh  the
better judgment of the oceupant of the po-
sition. Is the post to be filled by nomination
or by referendum? Who is 1o he appointed?

Hon, T. E. 8. Willmatt: 1le iz to be
elected.

Hon. J, R, Brown: Juxt i~ the PPresudent
of the United States i~ clerled.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Tr might be done
by election, nr he might be appeinted by the
Premier.

-Hon. T: Moore: How are Chovernors ap-
pointed now ¢

There would be
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : I3y recommenda-
tion from the Home asthorities.
Hon. T. Moore: On the se-ommendstion

of the Prime Minister of England, T hope
that is all right.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Yes. I am

onfy raising a query as to how these appoint-
ments will be made. Waould Pulizinent make
them, or only a section of Paclinment? Should
we lave any say in the matter?

Hon. .k . Brown: Of ~ourze. We have'a
sy in everything,

Hon, V, HAMERSLEY : Would the mat-
ter be left to the Legislative Assembly, or
would the appuointment be madc by whatever
party was in power? It would not find
favour with (he community. There is an-
other way in which it rould be done.

Hon, ¥, H, Harrs: That 1= to tuke selec-
tion bhallots.

1lon. V. HAMERSLIY : We might have-
the Treasurer in charge of' a Jdepleted Treas-
ury enlling for tenders.

Hon, ), R. Brown: Or
tem.,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : And the highest
tender could be accepted. | we adopt this
new svsiem, low iy it to he worked?

The Colonial Seeretary: The appointment
wonld he made by His Majesty the King.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T ean imagine:
the rush fo deposit cheques.

Tlon. E. H. Grax: 1o you not think any
Ausiralian is fitted for the post?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : There wonld be
a rush for the jub by our cil> Ealhers.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: Do you not think
there would be a few forfeited deposits®

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: M King's
T*ark-road wonld be bid'ling a little hicher
than Mrs. Colin-street. X sweep conld be
run from Trades Hall on the final results.

Flon. F. H. Harris: Would vou eall that
an cven money chanee!

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Such o sweep
wonld have a greal deal of zupport, and a
lot of money would he (lying shont.

ITon. E. H. Gray: You have not a very
hizh opinion of Aunstealian eitizens,

Hon, V. IIAMERSLEY : Thev ave preity
shrewd. Tf they saw an opportunity like thas
oceurring they would not lose it. They wounld
take the opportupity of startmg a fond go-
ing.

Ilon. E. H. (iray:
terprise.

Tton. 'V, HAMERSLEY: FElsewhere in
the world very fine pesilions have heen

“he contract sys-

That hows their en-



452 [COUNCIL.]

bought.  What will be the ountcome if this
proposed system is adopted. 1 pin my faith
to the present system. 1 have great respect
for the appointees who have held the post.
A great error would be committed if we
departed from the present system so long
as we have (Governors and svparate Parlia-
menis for each State. It is particularly un-
fortunate just now that so many of the
States bave signified their wish to change
4 syslem that has been in vogue for so
many years. 1 very much regret the step,
.and that there should be a feeling abroad
in favour of local appointees. This means
that in a sense we should ignore the ap-
pointments from the Mother Land. Our
Governors have been treated with the
greatest respect and it seems to me essen-
tial we should continue along the present
road, and have appointed by the Mother
Land Governors who ¢an furnish confiden-
tial and unbiassed reports as to what is
happening in the States of Australia. I
cordially support the action of Mr. Duffell
in moving the amendment to the Address-
in-reply. This Chamber sends its own
.address to His Excellency the Governor and
members are entitled to give expression to
their opinions. This proposal will fortify
His Excellency in whom we recognise a man
of wide experience, and whom we were
pleased to welcome at the opening of Par-
liament. We are therefore justified in
allaying any impression that may have
been created in his mind by the action of
the Premier in signing the memorial re-
questing that in future Awustralians rather
than representatives from the Mother Land
shall be appointed Governors of the State.

HON. A. J. H SAW {Metropolitan-
Subnrban) [5.32]: The memorial signed by
the Premier and the amendment to the
Address-in-reply moved hy Mr. Duifell raise
the very importani question whether it is
wise to make any change in the present
system of selecting Governors for this
‘State, or whether we should continue to
bave as in the past, gentlemen selected by
the British Government, gentlemen whe
bave filled prominent positions, many of
them in the House of Commons, while
others have held important positions in the
Army, the Navy, the Diplomatic Service or
in Commerce. They raise the question
whether we should tnrn to a new system
and have Governors selected from the citi-
zens of Australin. There is a good deal to

be said in favour of the last mentioned
course. I think that the advantages to be
gained from bhaving Governors selected
from the Homeland out-weigh the advant-
ages we might have from having local
appointees, I have no doubt whatever that
once it is decided that the Governor shall -
be selected from the citizens of Australia
he will paturally be a citizen of the par-
ticular State over which he is to be
appointed the Governor. Suech a course
would be with good reason, too. To my
mind, just as the King is the symbol of the
unity of the British Empire, so is the Gov-
ernor, selected as in the past, the sign of
the Imperial connection, the tie that binds
us to the Mother Land. Burke many years
ago finely expressed the sentiment on a
very memorable occasion in the House of
Commons, when he said: “A tie, light as
air but strong as a link of iron” That
is the aspect of the question that will
appeal to most of us who are emphatic in
our declarations that it is better to con-
tinue the system that has prevailed in the
past rather than turn to a new system. It
has to he remembered that the great
majority of the people of Australia have
very little idea of the tie that binds us to
the Mother Land other than is shown by
the presence of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor amongst ns. If that tie is once lost
T am afraid that the sentiment that binds
us to the Mother Country will weaken in
time.

Hon. J. Ewing: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Some of us have been
fortunate in having been able to go to the
Mother Country and spend a good number
of years there. We have been able to real-
ise the greatness of the British Empire and
have become familiar with and learnt fo esti-
mate the valne of the British people. There
are others not so fortunate who have been
on a visit, more or less extended, to the
Mother Land and have been able to survey
something of the country and its people.
The great majority of our citizens, however,
have never had that opportunity, and so
it comes about that to them the only visible
symbol of the tie with the Mother Land
is the presence of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor. It may be said that we shall retain
the Governor-General still and that he will
be the great connecting link between Aus-
tralia and Great Britain. That iz nndoubt-
edly true, but we in Western Australia are
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so remote from the seat of Government of
Australia, that, unfortunately, His Exeel-
lency the Governor-General is only on infre-
quent occasions amongst us in this State,
much as we would appreciate seeing more
of him. 1t cannot be denied that former
Governors who have come to Western Aus-
sralia have indeed done us good service.
During the last 20 years, owing to my pro-
fession, 1 have been fortunate in having a
very intimate knowledge of a good nuwmber
of the genilemen who bave been here and
occupied the position of Governor.  The
thing that has struck me most about them
bas been the spirit of service that bas ani-
mated each of the Governors. I reeogmised
their desire to do the best for the Empire
and also for Western Australia. They have
essayed to do everything that would pro-
mote the happiness and prosperity of the
people in Western Australia. Undoubtedly
they have been considerably helped by their
wives who have laboured indefatigably in
the cause of charity and of the social ad-
vancement of the people. Reference has al-
ready been made to the assistance derived
from Governors on their return to the Home
Land. In England they have undoubtedly
done Western Australia good service. 1
would gquote Sir Arthur Lawley, who has
maintained a very intense interest in West-
emm Australia since his return to the Mother
Land, although he was here for a very short
period prior to returning Home to take up
8 responsible position at the conclusion of
the South African war. Sir Arthur, in his
great interest in Western Australian
affairs, has done a good deal for the State
and be is at present chairman of the Child
Migration Scheme which is endeavouring to
help the financing of the Fairbridge Farm
School at Pinjarra. Then there is Sir Ger-
ald Strickland, who is a member of the
House of Commons. That gentleman never
wearies in his desire fo further the interests
of this State. Then we have Sir Francis
Newdegate, who, as hon. members are pro-
bably aware, recently wrote a very apprecia-
tive article in an important magazine in Eng-
land whereby he has done a great service for
Western Australia. Thus not only does the
existing system do good in our midst, but
it inereases our reputation abroad. There
is one aspect of the system of having gov-
erors appointed from the 0ld Country that
should not be lost sight of. Such men, most
of who have held important positions
elsewhere, must undoubtedly, on occasions,
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be in a position to give important advice,
especially regarding events outside Australia,
to the Government of this State, Although
[ do pot appreciate the view tbat Mr. Ham-
ersley has adopted regarding the functions
of a Governor in connection with finance, I
do think that His Excellency does represent
what I might term a ligison officer between
the Government of Western Australia and
the Imperial authorities. He is able to judge
the views of the Government here and place
them before the Imperial Government, and
be is able to present the views of the Home
Government to State Ministers. From his
detached position he is eminently suited to
perform this great service to Western Aus-
tralia. I have already alluded to the great
assistance to charitable causes. There is
never an appeal made to a Governor and his
wife that does not receive their sympathy
and their practical support. Governors
from the Home Land have another advan-
tage in that they have no lceal ties and are
bound to no clique, With them there is
no fear of family favouritism. They are
oot here to promote the inferests of any
family, I wish to entirely dissociate myself
from the remarks regarding the unsuitability
of the citizens of Australia for the position
of Governor.

Hon. T. Moore: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Particularly does
that apply to any reference to the position
being regarded as one for worn-ont poli-
ticians. 1 disagree entirely with the tem-
dency that is indulged in in other parts of
Australia as well ag here, of throwing mud
at those who serve their country politically.
It does no good, because it lowers the pres-
tize of members of Parliament and that re-
acts to the disadvantage of the State. I
am quniteé sure that should this cbhange be
made, there will undoubtedly be quite a
number of individuals in Australia gener-
ally, and in Western Australia who will be
fitted to £l the position of Governor.
Whether they will be chosen however, is
another question.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Many will be called.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: We have many in
our midst of quite as high an intellect, but
perhaps not so eanltnred and not possessing
the manners that characterise many of those
from the Home Land, who would be capable
of filling the State Governorship worthily.
I would have preferred this question to be
dealt with rather as a substantive motion
than as an amendment to the Address-in-
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reply. Holding the views that I do, how-
ever, in Lavour of retaining the present sys-
tem of selecting our Governors 1 have pleas-
ure in supporting the amendment moved by
Mr. Duffell,

HON. J. W. EIRWAN (South) [3.43]. [
do nut intend to support the amendment. |
congratulate the leader of the House on
the way he dealt with the proposal. The
way in which he dealt with it was a con-
siderable improvement on the references
that were published in the Press us heing
made hy the Prennier relative to this mai-
ter. The Premier is veported i the “Daily
News” as having referred to the guestion
in an extremely Hlippant way. To me the
question of the appointment of a repre-
gentative of the King in this State is a
matter that should not be dealt with flip-
pantly, because 1 regard it as a serious
question, and one of considerable iwmport-
ance {o the people of this Btate. At the
same time 1 do not think the Colonial
Secretary correctly interpreted the motive
actuating Mr. Duffell. I am satisfied that
Mr. Duffell did not for a moment hold that
there were not amongst the 5%] million
people in Anstralia many wen competent
to fill the position of Governor, or, for that
matter, any other position of responsibility.
Furthermore, there is another aspeet of the
matter that I mav rvefer to, hecause Mr.
Duffell will not have a chanee to reply.
It iz said that it would he betfer if a pro-
posal of this kind had been put forward
#5 a substantive motion. T take it the
reason why the hon. member bronght it
forward as an amendment {o the Address.
in-reply was that, holding the views e
-does, and ag the matter is one vitally coun-
cerning the Tmperial relationship, he
‘thought that, in the form in which e
‘brought it forward it would veach the Cov-
ernor and so reach directly the Tmperial

authorities, who wonld thus Tearn the
opinion of the majority of the House.
Hon. J. Duffell : That is ahsolaiely
corrert.

Hon. J. W. RTRWAN: However, 1 hope
the hon. membher will not persist with the
amendment. Tf he does. T cerfainly will
not voie for it, beeanse, after the docn-
ments thal have heen read by the Colonial
Secretary, the amendment is not 2 eor-
rect statement of the nposition. The
Minister wade it perfectly elear that the
amendmenl  slates the Government did
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something which, according Lo the doru-
menls read, the Governmeunt did not do,
Thercefore, even it 1 were in favour of the
principle enunciated in the amendment, I
woull sfill consider that Mr. Dutfell ought
not to ask the House to vote upon it, at any
vate not tn thag form; for if the amend-
ment were earried it would place the House
in o wrong pusition, inasmuch as the House
wonld he saying that the Government bad
done sumething which, sccording to the
Colonial Secvelary, the Governmeni have
not done. Athough it was perfectly
competent  in the DPremier, on behalf
of the Government, to sign the memorial,
he would have been acling more courtcously
to Larlinment had he consulted both
Houses ol Parlinment as o whether oy not
the wemorial should be signed. In a matfer
of sueh great imporbance, il is only right
that the opinion ol Varliament shonld be
uscertnined. s it is, the siguing of the
memorial expresses the opinivn of Cabinet;
hut sinee it is so grave a matter, it would
have been well if the views of both Llouses
of Parlianent had tirst been obtained,

Hon. J. R. Brown: How long would it
have iaken to get that opinion?

[Ton. J. W, KIRWAN: Not very lung.
A motion might have Leen brought forward
and been put through in a very short {ime,
certainly not morve than two davs. [f the
Premier had expressed a desire that the
neter shoull be dealt with immedinfely,
it would not have taken more than a day
i each House. The amendment introduces
a very wmueh larger question than the
question diveetly involved in the appolut-
ment of State CGovernors. A feeling
exists in  vartons parls of the over-
seas dowinions that the syvstem of appoint-
ments to Imperin]l positions ¥ uot alto-
gether satisfactory. The oversea portions
of the Fmpire are growing wap to the
status of nations and. in order that the
Emprire should be consclidated, the oversea
dominions shonld he made to feel they have
an cinal share in the responsibility of held-
ing the Empire together. At present all
the administrative positions overseas vo to
residents of the British Tsles. T theraughly
endnrze every word Dr. Saw has =i ve-

rarding the estimahle natwre of those
centlemen who have heen Covernors of

Australian States or (Governor Clenerals of
Angtralin. They have heen en of ont-
standing qualificatiioms for  the  pozitions.
Whenr one renmemhers the Inree numhers of
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men  appointed Governors of Australian
States over considerably more than a cen-
tury, it is wwazing how few errvors of
Judgment have heen made by those gentle-
men. Une can Yook through the pages of
Australian history and rarely point to
mistakes mnade by Governors, mistakes few
amd very far hetween. Lt is astonishing the
number of mey who have heen sent from the
British [sles and who have done such ex-
cellent work, hoth when in Australia and
aiso on their return to the Dritish Isjes, |
have Canada on two  oceasions.
Theve the provineal Governops are loeal
men. | omet most of them and 1 was very
much impressed by their ealibre. I heard
nothing whatever of any objection ruised to
them. | did nof hear thul they were hiassed
by pariy influences of any kind. Some of
them had heen in poblie life, some were bus-
iness men, and all of them had oceu-
pied various positions in the life of the
respeciive provinees of which they were
Ciovernors.

Mon. .J. Nicholson: They are elected by
the people, are they nol?

Hen. J. W, KIRWAN: No, they ave ap-
pointed by His Majesty on the advice of
the Dominion Govermment.

Hon. .J. Nicholson: Well, in Ameriea they
ave elected.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: Yes, the Govern-
ors of Ameriean States are in an entirely
different pesition from that of Governors
of Canadian ['rovinees.  When one goes
through the list of prominent Australian
statesmen and also considers the nnm-
bers of distinguished Anstralian judges
.and milifary men, one ean find qnite
a number cminently qualified for the
position of State Governor. One point
regarding the signing of the memorial Lhat
struck me was this: The idea originally put
forward by Mr. Vrice was that the indi-
vidnal to be appointed Governor of a State
should be a ecitizen of that State. The
memorial, as lately signed, confemplates
that he should be a ecitizen of the Common-
wealth. Personally I should be well satis-
fied if it were made plain to the Immperial
authorities that, instead of our State Gov-
ernors being drawn from amengst ecitizens
of the Bntish Isles, the selection should he
widened to include citizens of the overseas
dominions. In that way the overseas dowmn-
inions wounld be miven the feeling thal thex
were assisting i the  government of
the Rritish Empire and that for all

heen  in

praciival  purposes they were even  re-
sarded as  an extension of the British
lsles.  Without effort one can think of half-
w-dozen men who have oceupied prominent
pusitions ouwtside the British Isles and who
would be guite competent to fill the highest
pusitions in the British Empire. There is,
tor instance, the name of that very great
Canadian, Sir Wiltred Laurier, s man whoe
was respected throughout the length and
breadth of Capada and also of the British
Istes. Then there were alse Lord Stratheona
und Lord Mountstephen. Turping to South
Alriea, we find one of the greatest of Im-
perinlists, Mr, Ceeil Rhodes; snd if we come
to Austraita we eould mention some of those
whose names were referred tu by the Col-
onial Seeretary, Al of those great men
should be just as well entitled to fill the
pusitions of Governors througbout the Em-
pire as the gentlemen, however estimable
they may be, who have their homes in the
British Isles.

llon, . Buarvill: You would clhoose the
State Governors from all over the Empire?

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: That would be a
much better svstem than to eonfine appoint-
ments to thuse resident in the Pritish Tsles.
There is no reason why such appoiniments
shonid not be made lmperial appointinents
rather than be confined to residents of the
British Isles. 1t the amendment goes fo a
division, I shall be compelled to vote against
it, although the memorial is not quite on the
lines | would favour, ot 1 trust that M.
Duffell, haviny perhaps achieved hi~ purpose.
will not ask us to vote on this proposal, at
anv rate in ils present form, for to carry it
would be ta put the Houze in a false posi-
tion,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Merrvopolitan)
{5.597: Mr. Kirwan has shown in a marked
way the extent of Lhe error made by the Gov-
erment in not having rveferved the «uestion
of signing the memorial to hoth Houses of
Parliament. The point raised by Mr. Kir-
wan as to the desirability of yiving oppor-
funity v a citizen mnot only of the
British  Isles or of the (‘ommonwealtl,
but  of the Fmpire seems fo 1me to
be a  very important one  indeed.
The illustrious men to whom he has referred
are such as we as a people might be prond
to honour as Governors of the Slate. Like
Dr. Saw T do not wish for one moment to as-
wocigte mysell’ with the idea that there are no
persons within the State wortiy and hichly
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fitted in every way to discharge the duties of
Governor of the State. I quite believe there
are many men in our State and in
the Commonwealth well fitted to dis-
gherge the duties that fall to the lot
of a State Governor. But the ques-
tion is, are the Government, by subserib-
ing to a memorial such as they have signed,
departing from something that we might re-
gard as highly constitutional? It is quite
true, as Mr. Kirwan has said, that the sign-
ing of the memorial involves the consideration
of the relationship between the Empire and
the State, but it also involves a grave con-
stitutional change. Ever sinee the inception of
the State we have followed & certain method
of appointing Governors. They are chosen
by the Home aunthorities, no doubt after aom-
municeation with the Government of the State.
Certain suggestions are made, names are
mentioned, and a Governor is uppointed, If
we are to make a constitutional change such
#s the memorial contemplates, the very least
that could have been done by the Govern-
ment was to refer the matter to both Houses
of Parliament. If both Houses had been
given an opportunity to discuss the matter—
and it could have been done expeditiously—
the Government would have had the expressed
opinion of the people’s representatives on
this very important guestion, It would have
been desirable in every way to obtain that ex-
pression of opinion. The memorial, however,
was signed without reference to anyone. Mr.
Dodd, in speaking on the Address-in-reply
last week, showed very clearly the great re-
sponsibility devolving upen vs and upon the
Government in making coustitutional
changes. The office of Governor is one that
should be held by a person free from local
prejudices and possible political bias. It is
an advantage to us to maintain this eonnect-
ing link with the old land. By con-
tinuing the appointment of Governors
in accordance with the -existing prac-
tice, we secure for ourselves the services
of a representative who. maintaing with
the old land the connecting link which has
been so fittingly referred to by other mem-
bers. Only the other day we were reminded
of the necessity for maintaining that con-
neeting link as strong as possible by Sir
George Buehanan, who pointed out the need
for strengthening the relationship hetween
the overseas dominions and the Qld Country.
He showed how far and how greaily we are
dependent on the mother eountry, and it is
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essential that we should seeik tu strengthen.
instead of weaken the ties that bind us to the
old land. If, however, we adopt the pro-
posal in the memorial, we shall weaken those-
ties. Such a step is to be deplored; it would be-
to our disadvantage in every way. Amnother
point is that a representative appointed from
the mother country is free from even the
taint or suspicion of local prejudice and that
iz a very important consideration. It has been.
ope of the outstanding features of past ap-
pointees that they have always held the scales
of justice evenly between all parties. Know-
ing from experience that we have had the
benefit of Governors who have shown absolute
disinterestedness as regards party politics,
and who bave sought at all times to advance
the interests of the State and strengthen the
connecting link binding us to the old land,
would it not be detrimental to alter that sys-
tem? Undoubtedly it would Le to our detri-
ment to make any alteration to the present
system. I take it that if the memorial were-
adopted, the appointment would be made on
the recommendation of the Government for
the time being.

The Colonial Secretary: It might be at the
instance of the Commonwealth Government,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, or the Com-
monwealth Government, Mr. Kirwan has
pointed out the practice in Canada, but I do
not favour it as compared with our present
system. We have seen how well our aystem
has worked and how it has operated to our
advantage in many ways. We have had Gov-
ernors who, after leaving our shores, have be-
come ambassadors of Western Australia and
have conveyed to the people of the Old
Country seeking new homes in the dominions
the story of the richness of this State and the
possibilities of achieving suecess here. If we
lose those ambassadors, we shall be losing
something of great value indeed. If Gover-
nors were appointed on the nomination of
the State Government or the Federal Gov-
ernment, I care not which, there would al-
ways be the risk that some nominee who was
a supporter of the Government in power,
Liberal, Labour or Country Party, would re-
ceive the nomination. That would not be
wise, beeause it would import into an office
which should be free from all politieal pre-
judices, the risk of politieal rancour and
bitterness. There is only one way to
avoid that, and I hope the Government will
review and qualify wbat has been done by
the signing of the memorial. Assoming that
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in place of the appointment being made on
the recommendation of the State or Federal
Government, it were made by election, as ob-
tains in the United States, we should eonsider
the terrible upheaval it causes there. Look
at the unfortunate party splits that take
place.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: We get them oc-
casionally even without the election of a Gov-
eTnor.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but let us
compare our present peaceful method with
the rowdy method that prevails in America.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
not in order. This is a question not of elec-
tion but of nomination.

Hon. J. NICHOLSCN : True, it is a ques-
tion of nomination——

The PRESIDENT: It is a question of
appointment by the British Gevernment.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but it is
quite possible that in the course of time we
may adopt the method of election, because the
stage between nomination and election is very
short indeed.

The PRESIDENT: I do nof think you
would be in order in discussing that.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 merely wished
to point out the fact withoui discussing it.
Having regard to the views I have advanced,
1 fee! that Mr. Duffell was justified in bring-
ing the matter before the House. Following
the explanation made by the Colonial Secre-
tary, it might have been better had the
amendment been worded differently.

Hon. V. Hamersley: °Then yon can move
to amend it.

The Honorary Minister:
that much importance.

Hop. J. NICHOLSON: Still, we have
been afforded an opportunity te express our
views on this question and bring before the
Government the opinions held by members
of this House. Therefore I shall support the
amendment. .

Do not give it

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

HON, W. H. KITSON (West) [7.32]: I
oppose the amendment. From the remarks
of some hon. members one might infer that
the Premier’s decision to sign the memorial
was in the nature of a protest against the
gentlemen who have oceupied the position
of Governor of this State during so long a
term of years. I feel sure, however, that
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the Premier’s action was not tntended to cast
any such reflection.
Hon. E. H. Harris: Who suggested that?

Hon. W. H. KITSON: 1 need only point
tv a few remarks passed as to the good quali-
ties displayed by occupants of the position.
One might be led to think that it is only gen-
tlemen coming frem the Old Country who
possess such gqualities. I agree that we have
in this Commonwealth numerous men who
bave proved by their public services, extend-
ing over a number of years, that they are
quite fit to oceupy the position of Governor.
T agree also that past Governors of this
State have done all that conld be expected
of them in the interests of the State. I had
the pleasure of meeting several of them, and
they were most estimable gentlemen. At the
same time I will say that in various parts
of the Commonwealth I have met gentlemen
who would fill the position of Governor with
just as much honour to themselves and to
the State. From expressions which have
been used in the course of this debate, it
might be thought that such gentlemen did
not exist in Australia. In a progressive
country such as ours citizens should be able
to aspire to the very highest position. There
ought to be no bar to any position in a
democratic country, By long custom there
has grown up an idea that the principle of
appninting the representatives of the King
from outside Australia should not on any
account be violated. However, that prnn-
ciple does not square with the aspirations of
Australians, particularly in view of the posi-
tion ocecupied by Australia to-day in the
Empire and in the world. Instead of such
appointments as the memorial suggests weak-
ening the honds between the 0ld Country
and Australia, they would tend to strencthen
those bonds. We would be only too pleased
to bestow on many members whom we know
the honour of eccupying the position of
Governor. 1 do not for a moment wish to
suggest that anyone appointed by the King,
whether he came from the Old Coontry or
from some other part of the Empire, would
not do his best on behalf of the State; bunt
I claim that we should give citizens of our
own Commonwealth the right to attain to
the position. What, after all, are the Im-
perial authorities asked to do? There seems
to be a misconeeption on the point. During
the tea adjournment I gaw the memorial, and
I wish to quote a few lines in order that
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the House may have a roper underslanding
of its conlents—

Our petition is to the cffect that on the

oxpiration of the term of olfice of cach of the
distinguished gentlemen who now oceupy the
position of Governor in the respective Austra-
linn States, he may he succeeded by an Aus-
tralian citizen appointed under Tetters Fatent
Iy His Majesty the King.
What is the difference between the present
procedure and that suggested by the mem-
orial?  Noene whatever, except that we ask
that Austealian citizens shall have the right
to oeeupy ithe | osition instead of its being
reserved lor citizens of Great Britain, |
take it that the Government would he asked
to recommend an appointment, and if the
Wing were pleased 1o approve of the re-
commendation, the appointment wounld be
made. .\ somewhat =imilar procedure, T
understand. exists at present. in that what
may be termed negotiations take place be-
tween the fwo authorities, and if no objec-
tion is raised the appointment is made. The
memorial proeeeds :—

It eannot be too strongly emphasised that

our attitudc in this matter is entirely econ-
sistent with the fecling of the greatest loyalty
to His Mnajesty’s Throne and Terson, and 2
desire to promote to the utmost extent within
our power the bonds of Ewmpire nnity. Tt is
our firm and sinecre helief that if Wis Maj-
esty is graciously pleased to recognise in this
distimetive and  befitting  manner the long,
meritorious, and faithful service, in the public
interest of some ecitizen of the (‘ommonwealth,
it wopld strengthen the bonds of affection and
kinghip which unite us indissolubly to the
Mother Country.
Nobody ean take exception to the terms of
the memorial. I'he mover of the amendment
should have withheld it until he knew the
actnal faet: of the gase,

Hon. F. F. S. Willmott: Tn that case we
might never have seen the memorial.

Hon. T. Moore: You could have asked for
it to be laid on the Tahle of the Honsc.

Hon, E. I1. Harris: Why waz it not made
publie more freelv?

Hon, W. H. KITSON: I do not know that
there has heen any objection to its heing
made public. Certain questions were asked
of the Premier hy a Press representative, and
he answered them. The paragraph which
appeared in the Press is not, T understand,
in aecordance with the memorial.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Then it shounld have
been eorrectad hv the Government.
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Hon, W. H. KITSON: 1 do not know that
the Premier would think it necessary to issue
a correction. He veplied to the questions
which were asked him, and there, as far as
he was converned, the matter ended.  An
hon. member has sugzested that what the
memorial proposes would mean a great
change in our Comstitutional procedure.

“That is recognised by the memorial in the

following words:—

To this prayer for an alteration in Consti-
tutional practice {o uccord with the views of
the Aunstralian people, we ndd an expression
of our lasting gratitude to ¥is Majesty’s
Governments of the past and present for the
exceedingly high standards they bave invari-
ably maintained in the unquestionable char-
acter, ability, and dignity of the gentlemen
who have been appointed to administer the
affairs of 'the Austmalian States, including
those to whom we have the honour to aet as
advisers at the present time.

I think that paragraph shows that our Pre-
mier, and also the other signatories to the
memorial, recogni-e the integrity of the
gentlemen who have occupied and are oceu-
pying these positions. Tn earrying the
amendnient, the ouse wonld show that it
hardly kunew whal it was doing. The Leader
of the House put the mafter well when he
patd that by carrving the amendmment the
Flonse would he disagreeing with something
which was not a faet, or, in other words,
would be disagresing with the Government
for deing something which the Government
had not done, I shonld sayv that the earry-
ing of the amendment would lower the pres-
tige and dignity of the Flouse. Tf the amend-
ment is carried, T do not know what people
will think, mt 1 know whal thev will he
entitled to think. It would indicate that
members of the lLegislative Council are out
of touch with the sentimenl of the people of
this continent, The (‘olonial Sceretarv gave
a list of men who are honoured in this coun-
try, men who gave many years or a lifetime
of service to this country, and whose
appoiniment as Governors would have been
perfectly justifiable, The sentiments of
those men, were in aceordance with those ex-
pressed in the memorial. The question has
been under consideration for 27 years, and
from time to time has been discussed by
many public bodies. The suggestion of the
memorial seems to he in accord with the
great bulk of public sentiment in Australia
to-day, Tt must be borne in mind, too, that
the proposal refers only to State Covern-
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meats, and does not touch the question of
the Governor General of the Commonwealth.
As has been pointed out by an hon, member,
it it is necessary that we still retain a link
belween  the Cwvwmoenwealth and  Great
Britain by means of a Governorship, it can
be achieved through the Govermor General
cf the Commonwealth being nominated from
the citizens of the Old Country. Thal
would bring us inle line with Canada. 1
was pleased tu hear Mr, Kirwan refer tq
that great Dominion,  Canada, like Aus-
tralia, has produced some wonderfully fine
public men. My reading bas led me to- the
conclusion that if is the fact that Canada
appoints her own provineisl Governors in
the same way as this memorial proposes we
should appoint our State Governors, that has
given such satisfaction to the Canadian
people and led them io take so great an
interest in the affairs of their country. 1IF
it iz a fair thing for Canada, I cannet sec
any logical objection to applying it to Aus-
tralia. 1 remind members that it is not so
long since a jnotion was tabled o the Vie

torian  Parliament net in  favour of
Uovernors of that State being citizens
of  Vietortu bul in favour of the abo-

lition of the olfice nf Governor. Even with
a {'onservative Government in power the
latter motivn was defeated by only two
vuies. By some ol the prominent journals
of the Commonwealth it has been unhesi-
tatingly declared that in the opinion of the
people of Australia there was no necessity
for six Governors, and (hat if it was neces-
sary to have State (lovernors at all, it would
lead Lo a reduction in expenditure if local
citizens were given the opportunity to fil
the posts. 1t lins been stated that it one
desires to kill an existing practice, the
guickest way to do so is by ridieuling it. 1
eonsider that at least one member to-day
was endeavouring to <o this by ridiculing
the suggestion contained in the memorial.
If we are to have Governors, there is no
need to cast ridicule on a supgestion that
may be put forward by representative men.
Il we are not o have Governors it is a
different matter eniively. Tr is fto be re-
sretted that an inference should be drawn
thai there ure no  Australians worthy
of oecupying the post of Governor.
That is wromg, und 1 wo further and
say that if it is fair to cast reflections
on  those people who may be con-
sidered eligible to oecupy the high office of
(iovernor, tle some reflections might be east
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on quite & mumber o¢f estimable gentlemen
who have becn nominated from the Old
Country. Many of them bave oeeapied
politiea] positions in Great Britain, aud some
have held influential posfs n other direc-
tions. ls it to be thought that they are not
likely to be hiassed on a partieular question
affecting the whole of the peopl?, just as
tliwe zentlemen whom we at this end might
appoint?  The argument is untenable.
Surely affer sv many vears of responsible
government, any government that may be in
power would see that a citizen appointed to
the oflice of (Hovernor was one for whom
everybody in the State had the highest re-
eard and would lock to as being thoroughly
capable  of  discharging  the important
duties with  the important office. I
trust the amendment will not be earried.
T trust that the memorial will receive the
whole-hearted support of the Chamber. I
am sorry to think that there are one or two
members who do not desire a change. 1n a
conntry like this it is thme we gave our eiti-
zens the opportunity to gualify fof an im-
portant position, whether it be the Governor-
ship or anything else.

HON. F. E. 5. WILLMOTT (South-West)
[7.50] : PPossibly thiz debate might not have
vernrred if the Press had heen aecurate in
i{s statements.

Memhers: Hear, hear!

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: The hon.
memher who has just resumed his seat
quoted the Press and told us what kind of
natice we should take of it, and the views
expressed. Tf views cxpressed by a news-
paper are not accurate in connection with
events snch as this, then the views of the
newspaper are not at any time worth much.
T can auite undersiand Myr. Duftell regard-
ing it as his duty to move as he did after
having read what appeared in the daily
Press. That shows what a good thing it
would be for Wesiern Australia 1f we had
two morning newspajers instead ~f one.
Bolh papers could then put their «i ‘erent
views before the ; cople and we conld come
to an unbiassed coneclusion. Unfortunately
we are in the position that the members of
the Legislative Couneil have had the privil-
ege of hearing the vital portion of the mem-
orial read to us. But whilst 30 of us have
had that privilege, the remainder of the
population have to be satisfied with what has
appeared in the “West Australian,” Thirty
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of the best men in Western Auvsiralia—1
will be modest——

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: You mean 29.

Hon. F. E, 8. WILLMOTT: No, I am
including the hon. member have had the
privilege of hearing the memorial read and
knowing the truth, whilst the remainder of
the population know oniy through the “West
Australian” what is inacenrate. There is
one point I do not agree with and that is
the question of expense, It has been said
that we wounld do away with an enormous
outlay if we did not have imported gover-
ners. If any member in this Chamber is
fortunate enough to be offered the high and
honourable position of Governor of Western
Australia, and imagines that he can ecarry
out the duties of the office and extend the
hospitality associated with the Governorship
of the State on the pittance set aside for the
purpose, he is making a great mistake. He
would file his schedule in the first 12 monihs.
8o far as expense is concerned, no man can
possibly maintain Government House as it
should be maintained, and entertain even in
the most parsimonious manner, on the al-
lowance voted annually.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Are there any three
per cents attached to it?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: 1 do not
think there are. When Mr. Kirwan spoke,
be spoke as a statesman of the British Em-
pire, not as a politician. We are proud of
the views be expressed. He opened a train
of thought which T hope in the near future
will eause somthing to be done on the lines
indicated by him. I agree with him that it
would be in the best interests of the Empire
if there were an interchange of leading pub-
He men. There is no matter in connec-
tion with the appointment by His Majesty
the King of Australian ecitizens that has
come up in my mind, and it is as to whether
there is any danger, under such a proposal,
of the State losing its sovereignty. To-day
‘we are a sovereign Siate. Would we remain
one in the circumstances as set out in the
‘memorial? I am one of those who want to
-se¢ the sovereigntv of the State maintained;
T do not wish the State to be reduced to the
level of a Canadian province. Hon. mem-
bers have spoken about the difference be-
tween Australia and Canada as if it were
-trifling, and as if we were on a similar foot-
.ing. The position is totally different; there
.are no sovereign States in Canada. There
are certain provinces and there is a person-
age who eorresponds to our Governor-Gen-
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eral. Therefore, the simile that was drawn
by one hon. memher was not apt, I cannof
vote for the amendinent as it appears on the
Notice Paper, but if someone will move an
amendment to it and couches it in such terms
as will make it agree with the words of the
memorial, then T may be prepared to sup-
port it. I am sorry there has been such a
long diseussion, but it has been due entirely
to a published inaccuracy. Really that is
what the whole diseussion has hung upon.
I am sorry some Minister of the Crown did
not think it of sufficient importance when
he read it in the Press or when his ¢lerk cut
it out of the newspaper and put it before
him
Hon, T. Moore: Ministers are used to mis-
representation ; they get it every day.

Hon, F. E. 5. WILLMOTT: They may
be used fo it, but there is no need to misre-
present the Government in their actions. I
have no doubt they do many things that are
wrong; it would be a strange Government
if they did not. Anghow, I cannot vote for
the amendment. I came from the Old
Country, and have become a West Austra-
lian by adeption, having lived here nearly
40 years, T am proud of Western Australia.
It has enabled me to make a living, and I
look forward to the time when we shall have
Australian citizens as Governors. 1 am not
going into the guestion as to whether or not
we have ecitizens in our midst capable of
filling the position. We bave men just as
honourable and eapable as any, That is not
the point. It is a question of Western Aus-
tralia being a sovereign State, and I hope
nothing will be done to jeopardise that
sovereignly by the appoiniment of Aus-
tralian citizens as Governors in Western
Australia.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [8.0]:
Mr. Willmott has thrown out an important
suggestion. I realise that the Government
are in the majority and have a perfeet right
to do what they like. They are a duly con-
stituted Government placed in office by the
people. They bave done what they think
is right. I am sorry that the newspaper
report does not coincide with what was
read out by the Leader of the House, He
gave us a elear, honest and straightforward
statement and I wish I eould support him.
For many years past different States have
applied to the Tmperial anthorities to have
Governors appointed from within their own
State. This has heen refused on the ground
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that until all the States of the Common-
wealth are unanimous, this cannot be done.
We are very close to that now. Six of the
States of the Commonwealth, with the ex-
ception of Vietoria, have all signed the
memorial, and this is to be sent on to the Im-
perial authorities as a suggestion of the
wishes of the various State CGovernments.
[ understand that it was only by a majority
of three in the Vietorian Parliament that
the question of the abolition of State Gov-
crnors was defeated.
Hon. J. R. Brown: By two.

Hon. J. EWING : That seems to Mr.
Kitson to be an argumentl for signming the
memorial. The present Premier of Victoria
has not seen fit to sign it; therefore it will
not attain the end the promoters have in
view., It will not be a unanimous requisi-
tion te the Imperial GGovernment to appoint
Australian (overnors. That s an im-
portant point. Perhaps to-morrow or the
next day pressure may be brought to hear
upon the Premier of Victoria and he may
sign the memorial, and then all the Statea
will have done so. 1 should like Mr, Duffell
to withdraw his amendment. I do mnot
think it should have been moved as an
amendment to the Address-in-reply, and 1
agree with the Leader .of the House that
it should have been moved as a substantive
motion. We cannot expect the agreement
of another place to the amendment. We
could on a separate oceasion express our
views in regard to the appointment of Aus-
tralian Governors. That would be just as
effective as speaking about it on the
Address-in-reply. Many members have
suggested that Mr. Duffell should withdraw
the amendment, but he has not seen fit to
fall in with their views. He wilt force me,
therefore. inta the position of voting for
it, when T du not want to do so in its
present form. The Teader of the House
will, T am sure, give members the oppor-
tunity to discuss this matter later.

The Colorial Seeretary: Yes.

Hon. .JJ. EWING: Myr. Duffell ought to
fall into line with the suggestion of the
Leader of the House. The fael that such
an amendmeni would be sent on to another
place is of no importance. We are con-
stituted as representatives of a ecertain
number of the people, and we may or may
not be in accord with the wishes of the
GGovernment. T.et ns report by substantive
motion our wishes in this direction, and
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let that he sent to the Governor and be
communicated to the Home authorities.
Mr. Kitson suggested that there should be
only a Governor General and not a Guv-
ernor, not only on the score of expense but
on the score of the attitude that is taken
on the question by the Labour Party. Mr.
Willmott has peinted to another danger,
with regard to the sovereignty of the State.
That is a very apparent one, We must
preserve our sovereignty at all costs.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: 1 do not see how this
could affect the sovereignty of the State.

Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott: Of course it will.

Hon, J. EWING: It appeals to me as a
danger, and 1 wani to steer clear of all
dangers. My reason for opposing the
memorial as signed by the Premier is one
of a lifettme. I have always adhered to
the closest possible unity between the Old
Country and the State. I could just as
easily cut off my right hand as do anything
to weaken that unity. If the memorial is
despatched, especially if it is signed by all
the States, it will do something to injure
the tie at present existing.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: In what way?

Hon. J. EWING : I want to keep as
closely in tonech as possible with the Old
Country and its ideals. At present a great
proportion of the Commonwealth is seeth-
ing with trouble and discontent.

Hon. J. R. Brown: What has that to do
with the matter?

Hon. J. EWING: We do not want at any
price to weaken the silken thread that ties
us to the Old Country.

Hon, J. R: Brown. The Governor might
be in China. It would not make any differ-
ence. .

Hon. J. EWING: I am sure that there
are many Australians good enough to hold
the position of Governor, but if we depart
from the present system we shall be doing
something to weaken the bond between us
and the 0ld Country. So long as T am a
member of this Honse and a citizen of the
British Empire, T shall do all T can to
assist in binding closer the threads of kin-.
ship that now exist. It is soggested by
Mr. Kirwan that an amendment on the
amendment should be moved. Following
npen that suggestion T move the following
amendment on the amendment:—

That all the words after ‘That,’’ in line
gix, be struck out, and the following inserted

in lieu:—'On the expiration of the term of
office of each of the distinguished gentlemsn
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who now occupy the position of (Giovernors
in the respective Australian States he may
be suceveded by an  Australisn  citizen ap-
pointed under Letters Patent by His Majesty
the King.’’

Hon. .. Nicholson: I secoud the amend-
ment,

HON. J. DUFFELL (Meciropolitau-
Suburban—on amendment) [8.101: When
I moved the amendment on Thursday last
T distinctly stated T had not seen ihe memor-
ial. 1 unly had the words of the Premier
as reported in the “West Aunstralian” on
Wednesday. It must be horne in mind that
several days have passed sinee {hat appeared
and, althongh the Premier was waited o
by a representative of one of the newspap-
ers, he has not contradicted the statement
upon which my amendment was drawn. T
have now seen a copy of ihe mecwonrial. I
find in it a pavagraph which may be taken
as an index to the whole of the verbiage
of the document. 1t is as follows:—

The cextension of the scope of the Public
Service to include the representation of His
Majesty the King in the office of Governor of
the State will be regarded by our citizens with
gratification and pride, and could net fail to
add to their devotion in the service of His
Majesty.

Members will agree that what I hined at
on Thursday night was that something was
underlying the efforts that were being made
by certain Governments in Australia.  This
paragraph eclearly shows that there is a
something. If the memorial is issned in its
preseut form it shows there is not that com-
plete unity between His Majesty’s subjects
in this portion of his dominions, and that
which prevails in the British Isles.
is & very important feature. My amendment
would have been very fitting if this memorial
had not come before us to-night. 1 still have
my doubts, and they are stronger than they
were before, that it opens the door for grave
irregularities if we appoint, or suggest the
appointment, of citizens of the Common-
wealth to this important office. A member
pointed vividly to the link with the Empire
which we require to keep so sirong as to
bind us ever closely together. Anything that
ts done to weaken the strength of this link
would be 8 retrograde step. Mr. Kirwan
correctly stated my views when he said that
it was not that I had any doubts as to there
being citizens of the Commonwealth quite
eapeble of filling the position. We have
eitizens in Australia who are capable of

That
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holding any pousition in any portion of the
British Dominions, [ am quite prepared
to admit that, hut I emphasise the faet that
expericnee  has  taught us to be cautious.
When we view the outlook and trend of
affaivs through present-day speclacles, we
should be more than ordinarily cantious ve-
gurding the stups we are asked to fake in
ratifyving the action of the Premier in sign-
ing the menwrial. [n the cirenmstances, [
vegrel | was not in my seat immedintely
atter the tea adjournment. 1 had {o intro-
duev a deputation to the Premicr and it was
rather good of him to receive me in view of
what the Leader of the louse would infen
was i diabolteal activn on my part. I aceept
the statemeni made by the Leader of the
House as being uttered in the course of a
fair debate, uttered with a view to putting
his case ax strongly as he ecould trom the
Government point of view. He inferved
that an attempt was heing made io estab-
lish an extraordinary precedent by moving
an amendment to  the Address-in-reply.
When T stated that Mr. Panton had moved
an amendment to the Address-in-reply in this
Chamber on the 10th August, 1920, the Hon-
orary Minister (Hon. J. W. Hickey) eontra-
dicted me. I have the reference in “Han-
sard,” and what is reported ihere must be
taken as a correet statement of what oc-
curved. Another occasion was on the 10th
July, 1912, when Mr. Moss., then a member
of this Chamber, moved an amendment to
the Address-in-reply. and it was agreed to.
Thus there is nothing extracrdinary in mov-
ing an amendment such ns T propose. If anx-
thing transprires that, according to any hon.
member's views, is contrary to the best in-
terests of the Empire, it is his doty to take
the most drastic step he deems necessarv in
the circumstances. The nuestion was raised
as to why I did not give notice of morion
and deal with this matter when the Address-
in-reply was coneluded. I adopted my pres-
ent course for the simple reason that oeeca-
sions have arisen when, such a motion hav-
ing lieen moved, the adjournment of the de-
bate has been secured—I am not referring
to actions by the present Leader of the House
—and the motion has been placed at the hot-
tom of the notice paper. I contend the pro-
per way was to deal with this question with-
out delay. If dealt with hy way of notice
of motion, consideration of it might have heen
delayed and then the memorial might have
reached the Home authorities who, in the ab-
sence of any indication to the eontrary,
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might bave cuncluded that the people of
Western Australia were satisfied with that
mewmorial. T believe that many  thousamds
of people are bebind me in my amendment.
Rather tban lose the amendment, however,
and rather than let the Home Oflice con-
sider that we had expressed vurselves in ac-
cord with the Premier’s action, I, with the
consent of my seconder, will accept Mr.
Ewing's amenduent to my amendwment.

Amendirent on amendment put and a
division taken with the tollowing result:—

Ayes 15
Nues G
Majority for 9
Noga,
Hon. J. . Brown | Uow. W ickey
Hon, 1. M, Drew Hon, T. Mooare
Hou. E. H. Gray T, W, ! Kitsnn
{Telicr.)
AVES,
Hon. A. Bureil} v Mone Go Pouer
Hon. 1. Duffell Hon, E. Hoxe
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Houn., W, T. Glasbeen Hon, H, Seddon
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. F. E. 5. Willmett
Hon. B. H. Harris Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hen. 3. W. Kirwan Hon. J. Xicholsou
Hon. J. M. Maclarlane Ve

Anmendmeni on amendinent thus passed.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [8.27
"The amendinent in its present form praeti-
eally embodies the wording of the memorial.
Personally | take the view that that ex-
pressed in the memorial iz not in acrordance
with the spirit which should exist in West-
ern Australia as part of the Empire to which
we owe allegiance. It appeavs to me that
the Premicr, in his desire to fall into line
with the attitude adopted in other States,
signed 'the memorial hut possibly, had he
given it more careful consideration, he would
have agreed with the view suggested by Mr.
Kirwan. We have this apportunity to lodge
a protest for, had it not been for the amend-
ment moved hv Mr. Duffell, we would have
been kept in iznorance as to the text of the
memorial. It deals with the quesiion of Tm-
perial relationship in which so much is in-
volved that it would have heen better had
Parliament heen allowed to express an
opinion on the principie hefore the memorial
wag signed. Oue cannot help regretting that
a certain fecline has been introduneed into
the debate, n feeling possibly encendered by

E TR

the idea that it was an attenpt on the pars
ol My, Doffell to di~eriminnte against Ans-
tradian ¢liizens, We can all endorse the view
that nothing wua< Iurther from the mind of
the hon. memver.  Each one of us recognises
that Australian citizens have no reason to
Tear, for they are in no sevse inferior in
capaity or cilizenship to those ol any other
part of the British Fmpive.  We all Yeel,
and 1 think we sre expressing the views of
the hnperial Government when we say, they
stand as eo-cqual in brotherlivod of the great
Rritish Empire, which i3 founded on {ree citi-
zenship and =elf-government. ¥or that reason
one would regret the nuportalion of such a
spivit as by certiin speakers has been im-
puted to Mr. ImtTell, When we approach
ihe question frowm the stundpuint of Jwiperial
relationship, we have (o recognise the funda-
wmental prineiple upon whirh that relation-
ship has been extended lo the seli-governing
dominions, nmely, the priveiple of afford-
img to them more amd more self-sovern-
ment and resnonsibility.  The attifude has
been rather thay of a futher who has seen
his sons growing i capacity and has been
only too proad to haond over fo them ihe re-
sponsibilily of earrving on the govermnent
of their own Stales, That prinaple has
actuaied the volicy of the huperinl rovern-
ment for many decudes past, and 1 am con-
vimeed that when this marter is brouzht be-
fore the Imperial authorities they will not
have the slightest hesitation in acceding
the veque~t that .tustealion citizens ~hould
he appointed (o 1he positton of Governors of
States of whi-lt they are the free-born =ona.
But the question we lave to consider is
whether it is desivable from standpoints
other than rthar of recognising the fnll
cquality of our Anstraliau ecitizens.  The
object of appointine a CGovernor is that he
<hall rvepresent the Nine with all the im-
partiatity and dignity of the head of a great
nation. He i< supposed to embody the
ileals of the State and to stand as the
representative of a peaple who have rea<on
to he proud of thein-etves and rthe ideals on
which they have built np their world-wisie
commonwealth of nations, Coming {n the
auestion of the appointment of a local
wovernor. certain factors may possibly eveep
in that wonld interfere with the dignity and
ve~peet with which sueh o Governor should
he regarded. The first point we have to re-
cofmise is that he should he 2 man in com-
plete toneh with all the Tmperial questions
that the Britizh Parlinient has to deal with,



464

He is supposed to be able to acquaint the
members of his Cabinet with the Imperial
viewpoint on such questions, and so there is
unity of purpose and action between the
various Parliaments and Governments of the
British Empire. The appointment of a local
Governor might result in the elevation of a
man who is not as fully conversant with the
iatest developments of Imperial policy as
would be a man brought up in the shadow
of the British Parliament, The local man
might not he fully acquainied with~the Im-
perial and international relationsbips, and
might be more out of touch with them than
would be a man appointed by the Imperial
Government. We all agree that our Im-
perial Parliament is this much ineffective,
that it is not a Parliament consisting of
representatives from every part of the
British Empire qualified to inangurate and
embody an Imperial policy. However,
members of the British Parliament are
more closely in touch with international
relationships than are we out here in
Australia. The seeond point to be con-
sidered is the danger of appointing a party
nominee. I do not mean fo imply that
a man would be appointed becanse he was
a member of a political party, so much as
that most public men in this and the other
States have been identified with politieal
movements at one time or another.
Members: So, too, in the Old Country.

Hon. H. SEDDON: But the local man
would still be more or less associated with
the party to which be had subscribed during
his public eareer. Ti is said that the same
thing obtains in the Old Country; but there
is this point to be considered, that when a
man comes out here as Governor, he comes
out practieally dissociated from his old
party.

Hon. T. Moore: To what parly does he
lean when he comes out here? With what
party does he associate? The aristoeratic
party.

Hon. H. SEDDON: When he comes to
Australia he comes dissociated from the
political party with which he was allied in
the Imperial Parliament. He has to desl
with local questions, and he can maintsin a
greater impartiality than wounld be his if he
had remained in close touch with his old
political faith.  From that standpoint I
contend a man taken from one of the
other dominions and transferred to, say,
Australia would bhe able to exhibit striet
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impartiality and still be in close touch with
questions of Empire. In conclusion I should
like also to refer to this: As representatives
of the people we are entitled to know what
the communications are between the State
Government and the Imperial Government.
As a resolt of the amendment this memorial
has been shown to members of the House,
and to-morrow, I take it, it will become pub-
lic property. So we all have a clearer idea
of what the memorial contains, and we
recognise the spirit behind the memorial, the
spirit of equal citizenship. We sympathise
with and support that ideal. I think we can
sapport the amended amendment with a
greater determination because of that spirit.
Still, T ask members to remember that there
is a general recognition on the part of citi-
zens of Great Britain of the equality of
Empire citizenship.

Hon. T. Moore: It has never been men-
tioned previcusly. We have to ask for these
things.

Hon. H. SEDDON: It is only one of many
questions that arise out of our more or less
disorganised Empire. It is one of the ques-
tions that might well be dealt with by a truly
Imperial Parliament. Such a Parliament
would tend more than anything else to bind
together the citizens of the Empire with a
better mutual understanding than exists at
present.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [8.40]: I do
not think for a moment that in the action
they have taken the Government were in any
way disloyal to the person, the throne, and
the Empire. But I say unquestionably their
action was most ill advised, particularly at
present, when the Empire is going through
one of its pgreatest frials, one of the great-
est throes of its existence, and when whatever
action we take here will be looked upon as
an example of what some other people wonld
like to see happen. T bave seen no evidence
of a desire for a discontinnanee of the pre-
sent system of appointing State Qovernors.
During the last general elections it was not
in the forefront of the Labour Party’s plat-
form, nor did they have any mandate from
the country to carry such a policy into
effect. 8o we know where this agitation has
emanated from. The Government were ill-
advised to take the action they have taken
without first referring it to the Parliament
of Western Awustralia. When we consider
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the wonderful service that has been given fo
Australia by successive Governors in the
past, when we know that every retiring Gov-
ernor has been an honorary and brilliant
ambassador of Australia in the land {6 which
he has returned, 1 feel that any money spent
on the office of Governor has been wisely
spent and with great profit. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not do anything to in any way
disintegrate the Empire even in the smallest
degree, and that we shall never approach
from this end of the Empire the position
that the great Pitt reached when he saw the
American colonies drifting away and de-
clared that the Empire was rendered to the
eondition that there were none so poor as
did her reverence. If anything is done to
destroy the stability and the interwoven in-
fluences at present orerating in the Empire,
we ghall undoubtedly be doing something for
which those who come after us will not bless
ns,

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [8.45]: See-
ing that so many members who apparently
have not the same feeling for Australian
sentiment that 1 possess have spoken so
rapidly and readily, it is about time that an
Austraiian put his viewpoint. 1 am sur-
prised that Mr. Potter should say the pro-
posal contained in the memorial would bave
a disintegrating infiuence. What a wonder-
ful thing to suggest, merely because an
Australian Governor might be appointed,
perhaps a pioneer who has been here 50 or
60 years and done much to build up this
continent! Were not his remarks a reflection
on such men? He suggests that they would
not be fit to represent the King.

Hon. G. Potter: On & point of order, I
refute that statement.

Hon. T. MOORE: I consider the hon.
member is quite out of order. He bas spoken
of a disintegrating influence, and yet all
that is proposed is that some Australian
gentleman shall have the right to bask in the
glory of the governorship. So far as I can
judge 8 man sent out from the Qld Country
is supposed to sacrifice a lot in order to
accept the position of Governor, so I sup-
pose he must come for the glory of the office.
Such a man, no doubt, has rendered service
to the Empire, but who has rendered greater
gervice than the man who has come here
and shared the burden of building up this
CommonweslthY Reference has been made
to the silken threads that bind the Empire.
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Within late years the Empire has been
bound by something greater than silken
threads, and I am surprised that sv -oon
it should be necessary te advocate a con-
necting link in the shape of a Governor sent
from the Old Country. I cannot appreciate
that viewpoint at all. Members talk about
the proposal having a disintegrating in-
fluence.

Hon. G. Potter: We do not want to dis-
ruprt the Empire.

Hon. T. MOORE: Why a disruption?

Hon. G. Potter: That is what we want to
know,

Hon. T. MOORE: Then where the disrup-
tion? Where is the malign influence at work
when the suggestion is purely what I have
stated? 1 hope that some of the members
hailing from the Old Country will try to get
the Australian viewpoint that we consider
ourselves just the equal of anyone else in
this world.

Hon, G, Potter: That is not in question.

Hon. T. MOORE: No, but the very fact
that we propose to give notable citizens an
opportunity to be elevated to the position of
Governor is questioned. We are told the in-
fluence is bad. Such statements will not go
unehallenged so long as I occupy a seat in
this House. 1t was a ridienlous statement to
make.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Wa all agree with
you.

Hon, T. MOORE: There are plenty of
Austiralians who are not only fitted to 811 the
position, but who should fill it, and they have
been overlooked too long.

Amendment as amended put and a div-
ision taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 12
Noes 7
Majority for 5
AYES.
Hon. A. Burvill Hon, J. Nicholaon
Hon. J. Duffel) Hon. 3. Potter
Hon, J. Ewing Hon. B. Rose

Hon. W. T. Glasheen Hon. A. J. H. Saw

Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane Hon. F. E. 8. Willmofgt
{Petier.y
Noes.
Hep. J. R, Browp Hon. W. H. Kitson

Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon, J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. W. Kirwan i

Hon. T. Moore
Hon, B, H. Gray
{TelBer.)

Amendment as amended thus passed.
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HON. J. R. BROWN (Nurth-Fast) [R.52]:
Let me preface my remark= by peferring to
what | consider was a breach of Parliament-
ary eliquetie on the part of Mr. Glasheen. |
congratulate hin on his able speech, hub I
must {ake him (o task for a reference that T
consiler was somewhat unseemly.

lion, A, T 11, Saw: Is this Satan veprov-
iy sin?

Tlon, I, R, BROWN: Mp, tilasheen in the
eour~e of his remark<, said—

On the goldfickds T was working  under-
gromud, and iny mate was M. J. MeCarthy.
That man stond for more seleetion hallots and
contested more vaeant seats, I think, than any
other man in the State, and every time he
etoomd he failed signally MieCarthy
never did anyfhing himself, He bolieved in
explaining the principle of work to others,
1 wns in the unfortunute position of heing his
mate, Instead of working, my mate brought
me a book on sovinlism , . . .. I think I may
claim to have one of the best libraries in the
whent areas . . . .. Socialisn would he an
cconomie possibility were it npot for human
nature, Soeialism is a beautiful drenm, and
every Christian ought to Delieve in it

Evidently My, Glasheen is not a Christian.
While listening to his speech, my fivst im-
pression was that he was more aceusiomed to
the pulpit or to the siage than to Parliament-
ary procedure. lfe has a ercat idea of so-
cialism, It reminds me of the horse race on
which people take tickets :nd thnse who lose
vollect the same as do those who win. That
1= the sort of socialisin some members think
we advoeate. 1 hapyen to know M. J. Mec-
Carthy very well, and | ean sax that what-
ever he did was done in the interests of the
workers without fee or favour. Ile atlended
to his duties aml alse worked in an honorary
capacity in the inierests of his fellows, He
worked on the Golden Mite for 30 vears and
1~ stll there hattling along.,

Hon, J, W, Kirwvan: He is a well-inten-
tinned, wenuine man.

Tlon. J. R. BROWN :  Mr. Glasheen's re-
ferences to a man who is not in a position to
defend himself were uncalled for, and T hape
he will not he puilty of that sort of thing
asoi. T do nol wish to speak lone on the
Address-in-reply, Tt is a waste of enerey
to dehate what is only in the zir

Hon. . 1. B. Saw: Het air,

Hon, J. B. BROWXN: Last seasion meni-
bers on the Address-inveply  discussed o
number of Bill: that had net then tuken
form, and told us what attitude ihey were
going to adopt. When the measures reacherd
this Chamber, they were hrutally nwrdeved.

[COUNCIL

Tie Fair Renls Bl was sent to this flouse
and was lreated ax a huge joke.

Hon, A0 1L Raw: Tt was,

Haon, J. K. BROWN: Thengh people in
thi= State arve paying £2 for honses worth
only 7s. Gd. or 10s., this Chainber turned the
Bill down and refused to listen to it. The
(losor Settlement Bill ecame to us from an-
other place. Thal measure would have leen
the means of relieving a tremendous lot of
anemployment if only il had been passed,
hut it was so mutilated that the Minister for
Lands refused lo aceept it in the amended
form. Then ihere was the Industrial Arbitra-
tton Aet Amendment Bill, one of the most
imp-ortant mecasures io the workers. The
whole prospect of industrinl peace is based:
on having a good Avbitration Act. Members
here would nat allow us to have an Arbitra-
tion Court comprised of a judge and two
laymen: they cuf out the lavinen. I wanied
to eut out the judee. Subsequently the judge
jihbed and turned the job down.

Ion, T. Maoove: Was it a strike or a
lockout?

Ifon. J. R. BROWN: The Government,
however, overcame the diffienlty by appoint-
ing Mr. Davies an acting judge and presi-
dent of the Avhitration Court. T think some-
one apologised for his having heen {aken
from another job. Still it was the best thing
the (iovernment could have done. T hope
they keep him in the position hecause he is
the hest president we have had sc far. When
the mmending Bill comes hefore the House
thi= =ession. I Erust that members will not
talle so many amendments as they did Jast
year. Mr, Lovekin is not present this even-
ing and T hope he will not be here when the
Bill comes before us. The Jury Aet Amend-
ment Bill will be sent to us again
this session. Last session the gag was put
upon it; tle Chairman was moved out of the
Chair, and thal was the end of the Bill. The
[Legal Practitionevs’ Bill was defeated in this
Chamber, and the Main Roads Bill was taid
agide with the usual “R.IP.” We ecannot ex-
pest road boards fo maintain the highways
in good repair unless the Main Roads Bill
he jassed. We ave extending the high-
ways so far in the South-West and
in the North-East that we hardly know
where we are, and a main roads measure
is essential and should receive the support
of the ouse. Several other Bills introduced
last session wmet with no hetter fate. Ae-
cordinge to the remarks of Mr, Glasheen, he
was imbued with the same ideas ag was T
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when 1 entered this Chamber. 1 considered
that this was a party House, but members
informed me that it was a House of review.
When Mr. Glasheen was speaking on this
point, | interjected, “You will know when
a division is taken.” To-night he had an
opportunity to see our lonely six on one
side of the House against the mob on the
other side. They soon converted him,; but
they have not converted me, and I still hold
the opinion that this is a House of obstrue-
tion. We have read much recently about the
need for a dry dock at Fremantle. If this
House were shifted to Fremantle, judging
by the number of dry speeches delivered dur-
ing this debate, it would make an excellent
dry dock. Hon. members spoke of senti-
ment avd tradition. One said he was sorey
that the nuavd of honour was eut ont on this
occasion. T think we onght to live for to-
morrow, and not for the past. That kind
of thing is unpeecessary expense and of no
use whatever. The money required for a
guard of honour would be better spent on
providing bread or employment for men ont
of work. There was once a raceborse called
Tradition, which ran second in the Caulfield
Cup to Chicago. When the Melbonrne Cup
was ran I had £500 on Tradition, but he did
not win. T suppose he had no pedigree. Of
course the traditions here all have good pedi-
grees. Mr. Ewing spoke of migration, and
said that we wanted the “hordes” who were
living on doles in England. T interjected
that we did not want migrants with doles
but migrants with capital. Mr. Dodd said
that that was against our principles, and
that we shounld not stand for capital. How-
ever, it was not in that semse I made the
interjection. I meant that we did not want
migrants who lived on doles in England, but
that we wanfed the real working eclasses of
England, who are never out of a job. The
class of migrant we get here is a nuisance
in the Old Country. ‘That is the reason why
he is sent out here.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Question!

Hon. J. R. BROWN: A man goes up to
a farmer and says, “Do you want a man?%’
The farmer answers, “Yes; if you see one
abont, tell him I want one.” Another man
goes up to a farmer for a joh, and the
farmer asks him, “Can you rvide?’ The man
says. “No,” and then the farmer says, “There
is & eolt over there that has never been rid-
den. Catch him, and youn can hoth learn

d67

{ugether.,”  We have enough legislation to
fill this Chambrer. 1f we had all the Acts we
are bound by together, they would make a
mountain.  When Christ was on earth, 10
simple comandments sniticed Him, We are
not like Abraham Lincoln, who legislated for
to-day and not tur to-morrow. Let to-mor-
row legisiate tor itgelf. We are governed by
prosy, trowsy solicitors who drag out laws
that were passed in the fourteenth century.
It hns been said that the present Govern-
ment are not doing enough for the mines, but
they are doing as muech as they possibly can.
Goldfields members know that some time ago
a big deputation waited upon the then
Premier, Sir James Miteliell, in Kalgoorlie,
and begred and preaved lim to grant a ve-
ductton in the price of water. [t was a most
representative sathering, and | happened to
e there, amil 1 snid the time for praving and
begging was past nand the Governmept had
to give cheap water. Mr. Hamilton, the
manager of the Great Boulder Mine, said
that 50 million pounds’ worth of gold was
lving there ready to mine if water could be
got at 2s. 6d. He said that the mining of
that gold would not perhaps be a payable
proposition to the company, but that it
would give a lot of work to the unemployed.
But when the water was reduced to half-a-
crown, the company put off wen instead of
putting men on. If anything in the shape of
i bonus on gold were given, it wonld en-
able muech ore to be mined which to-day is
lying idle. That is not speeulation, but a
matter of ascertained fact, proved by de-
velopments. The ore goes 7 to 8 dwts.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: You want to spend
five gnineas in order fo get £4 10s.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: Money makes
money. If we get that gold bonus it will
revert to the Commonwealth tenfold. Mr.
Fwing was much upset about the report of
Mr. Kingsley Thomas. Kingsley Thomas
was the ablest man available for reporting
on our mining industry. He came from
South Afriea, where there are larger mining
areas than we have here, though the system
nf mining may he different as the lodes are
different. He came here unbiassed, and gave
his opinion. Certainly he did the right thing
in starting at the top. An ordinary man
wounld have started at the bottom and said,
“The toiler is getting too much wages; he will
hiave to gome down and will have to work a
bit lJonger.”” TKinesley Thomas began by
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suying that the management was overdone.
I have said here, by interjection, that men
like Mr. Hamilton have outlived their use-
fulness. They ought to have been pensioned
off long ago. If Mr. Hamilton dies to-mor-
row, the Great Boulder Mine would not know
he was dead, but would go on just the same.
If we could get amalgamation and increased
efficiency of management, it would be a great
thing for our goldfields. Most of the mine
managers are being paid £5,000, £4,000, or
£3.000 a year, whereas one man could look
after all the mines if they were properly
organised. I am pleased to see that the Gov-
ernment intend to go on with the Esperance
railway, which has been promised for the
last 25 years. The 60 miles northwards were
built, but that length was useless unless
continued to Norseman and thus connected
with the ruilway system of Australia right
through to Rockhampton in Queensland. The
Covernor’s Speech does not refer to the san-
dalwood question, which has caused much
nneasiness in my electorate. Residents in the
North-East Provinee are very sore about
that matter, However, we have the assur-
ance of the Government that it will be recti-
fied at the end of the year. Mr. Dodd said
that one Government or House should not
vontrol the destinies of the State. If Mr.
Dodd were here, T would remind lim that
when he was returned fo this Chamber he
was pledged by the Labour platform o work
for its abolition.'

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: I think what Mr.
Dodd said that wnless the initiative and
referendum were introduced, he was not in
favour of a single Chamber.

Hon. J. R. BROWN: The initiative and
referendum are in the air. Mr. Burvill sug-
gested that training camps in England would
be suitable for the migrants. The migrants
are f{rained in England for about three
weeks I helieve; but it is done in a ecamp in
the town.  There are no hig trees to cut
down and when these people come out they
are nol suitable for clearing work. If
we get 50 per cent. of suceesses among the
migrants, we shall be doing admirahly well.
It is an uphill game, and not too many Aus-
tralians would take it on, although they are
born and bred in the place and know the
ups and downs of the game, T think the
Address-in-reply debate is to some extent a
waste of time. Two or three days onght to
do it and members ought to confine them-
gelves to about 20 minutes instead of tryving

[ASSEMBLY.]

to put ap records in the way of lengthy
speeches,

On motion by Hon, W. H. Kitson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to annonnce
that 1 have nominated the member for
Menzies (Mr. Panton), the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo), and the member for
Coolgardie (Mr. l.ambert) as temporary
Chairmen of Committees during this session.

QUESTIONS (2)—APPRENTICES AND
TRADESMEN.

Railway Department.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, How many journeymen trades-
men are employed at the Midland Junetion
workshops? 2, How many apprentices are
being trained? 3, What is the number al-
lowable? 4, How many journevmen are em-



